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I am the fifth president, descended from founder Genjuro
Oikawa who began casting iron more than 160 years ago
in Oshu City, Iwate, known until 100 years ago as

Tamoyama.
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Over the last 160 years, cast iron has been the standard
for making pots and pans. There were hard times during
the war, and times of great growth and prosperity. Through
all this, the climate, culture, character, and history of the

area have led us to the present day.
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We are a company that pursues new challenges, having
undertaken seemingly reckless endeavors in the past with
the belief that tradition is an extension of endless
innovation. Some things must change. Some things must

stay the same.
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At OIGEN, we enjoy good design. Our catalogue and
factory shop feature displays of ironware to be enjoyed.
Some items designed 40 years ago are still available new

today.
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At OIGEN, we value working with our hands. The
craftspeople in our foundry all enjoy creating new things.
Skilled artisans craft all our products with care. If you visit
our foundry, you will see that all products pass through the
hands of numerous craftspeople before they are ready to
be dispatched. The slightly (?) heavy ironware is picked up

here and rubbed down there, along the path to completion.
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We make ironware. The Chinese character for iron ‘ware’
is said to originate from a person offering food to the
heavens with their hands. That is one reason we think

ironware should be made by hand.
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Our ironware is created with gratitude to our customers,

to local culture and history, to food, and above all, it is

created to deliver joy to the user.
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Times are changing at an ever-increasing rate.
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Sometimes it feels as though our company has been left
behind in the race for convenience, quantity, and cheaper

products.
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However, what we haven’ t lost, and continue to hold dear,
are the joys of life that may have unknowingly slipped

through your fingers in the pursuit of convenience.
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Our products do not pop out at the push of a button.

At the foundry, craftspeople check the sand with their own
hands, check the molten iron with their own eyes, and
check the heavy molds moving up and down as sweat drips

from their brows.
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In a way, this is where manufacturing began, a process that
may have come full circle in Japan.
Molten iron is both beautiful and selfish, the sand molds
both stubborn and temperamental.

Dealing with them is hard work. But that hard work is also

a joy.
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The products we create may not make your life more
convenient or easier.
But we believe that they will remind you of the joys of
living.
Our products require a little effort to use.

We believe that effort is a source of joy.

Enjoy yourself, as you enjoy our products.
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oIL AV Genjuro (Founder)
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Genjuro born

(* Due to lack of accurate records, the birth year of the

founder has been made the founding year of the company)
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Sold kitchen utensils around the Tohoku region

Refurbished the foundry with the introduction of new

hot air apparatus
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During WWII, the foundry made jigs for Nakajima
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Airplanes as a military factory
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OIGEN Foundry established as a corporate body
Returned from making military equipment to
everyday utensils
Products dispatched to retailers nationwide through

contracts with wholesalers
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Began modernization of the foundry
Pushed the development of new products with a
focus on design
Received numerous Good Design Awards
1970
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Began exporting tea ware through a trade firm
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Established affiliate company Tokyo Seiei-do
( Now Tokyo sales office )
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Began sales of Tami-san bread pans
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1A A+ | 5th Generation — Kuniko
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Granted patent for Joto fired pans
2007 TR 19 4
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Recognized as one of 300 leading Small and Medium
Enterprises by METI
2010 4K 22 4
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Began internal project to train artisans in the
traditional method of yakigata (baked mold) casting
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Senior managing director Hideharu Oikawa
presented with Science and Technology award by the
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology
Began exporting cast iron pans
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Moved Tokyo sales office to Asakusa, established
gallery
2015 ¥R 27 4
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OIGEN FACTORY SHOP *+—7>
Redesigned company logo
Established corporate slogan
Opened OIGEN FACTORY SHOP
2016 T 28 4
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Established OIGEN FACTORY KITCHEN
2020 1 2 4
HEUE e 72 iR 23 (RS
Moved Tokyo sales office to Hatagaya
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#if5 | Name
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OIGEN Foundry Co., Ltd.

7. | Established
WAR1 22 48 Gk 5 #EAI25)
1947 (Founded: 1852)

MK | President
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Kuniko Oikawa

fiifedl | Location
T 023-0132 & F BN K IRFI T 708/ N 45
45 Aza-Horinouchi, Hada-Cho, Mizusawa,

Oshu-Shi, Iwate 023-0132

WELS | Telephone
0197 -24 - 2411

FAX %% | Facsimile
0197 -25-3619

URL
oigen.jp

B | Affiliate
HAEEEM& W F vy I —
Tokyo sales office and TOKYO GALLERY
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CAST IRON 1852
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Made in Japan




